Bilateral intranigral microinjection of morphine and opioid peptides produces antinociception in rats.
Bilateral intranigral microinjection of morphine produced dose-related and naloxone-reversible antinociceptive effects on the tail-flick and hot-plate tests. Intranigral injection of enkephalin had antinociceptive effects on both tests, and dynorphin had an antinociceptive effect on the hot-plate test. This is the first report of evidence that nigral opiate receptors may mediate antinociception.